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Synopsis

The dramatic story of the decline and fall of one of the greatest empires in world history, including
the reasons for that fall, is told in detail in a series of informative and easy-to-read essays written by

some of the finest and most respected historians of the twentieth century.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 9 Up-The fall of the Roman Empire has long been a subject for study and speculation. In this
title, the topic is addressed in previously published articles and excerpts by noted historians Edward
Gibbon, Michael Grant, Arthur E.R. Boak, William G. Sinnegin, and others. Following an introduction
that provides readers with a brief overview of Roman history, the book is divided into three broad
chapters, each with four to six articles excerpted from books. The first group discusses Rome’s
ability to recover temporarily from its "near demise" in the third century and its rule under Emperors
Diocletian and Constantine [; the second, the disintegration of the empire in the West and the
threats and attacks from the Huns and Vandals. The final section examines the many other factors
that contributed to Rome’s decline including a failing economy, poor leadership, internal and
external military threats, and the rise of Christianity. A few black-and-white reproductions and maps
illustrate the text. This is an excellent book for research and for anyone interested in Roman history.
It includes an appendix of excerpts from 20 primary-source documents, a detailed index, and topical
lists of sources for further research.Lana Miles, Duchesne Academy, Houston, TX Copyright 2001
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"There’s a lot of material packed in here, but the brief annotation and summary of each article will
help students decide where they want to start their research or reading. An appendix of primary
source documents brings in the voices of the time." -- Booklist (Febraury 2000) (Booklist
20000215)"A chronological collection of excellent writings that reflect the peculiar and dramatic
influences of a generation." -- School Library Journal (July 2002) (School Library Journal
20020701)"Each chapter has excerpts from books by scholars, political participants in the events
under consideration, or eyewitnesses. Teachers will find this volume useful." -- School Library
Journal (June 2002) (School Library Journal 20020601)"A wise purchase for those looking for an
overview of or supplemental materials on the era. These essays might be useful for older students
beginning a study of Western Civilization." -- School Library Journal (April 2002) (School Library
Journal 20020401)"We can learn much from history and Greenhaven Press has a book series that
brings history alive for students and educators. The Turning Points in World History series offers a
vivid and eclectic view of major events in world history using thought, analyses, and conclusions of
scholars and historians who contribute essays of revelation, connection, and provocation." --
Exlectic Book Review (January - April 2001) (UNKNOWN 20010401)"Although the value of this
book lies in its information for reports, anyone interested in the subject will find the text fascinating."
-- School Library Journal (November 2000) (School Library Journal 20001101)"This is a trustworthy
research source, especially for students with little background in the period." -- School Library
Journal (May 2000) (School Library Journal 20000501)"Excerpts from primary sources; an
extensive, topically arranged list for further reading; a four-page chronology and a comprehensive
index add to the value of this resource. Useful as report and debate materieal." -- School Library
Journal (November 1999) (School Library Journal 19991101)"The clear, concise essays, written by
noted scholars and historians, offer a fine opportunity for understanding the complex issues often
overlooked...Students interested in further research will appreciate the excerpts from primary source
documents and the extensive bibliography." -- Booklist (September 1999) (Booklist 19990901)"The
lucid and thought-provoking essays are presented in a crisply designed format. High-school and
junior-college libraries will find this a worthwhile purchase for the 200 shelves." -- Booklist (January
1999) (Booklist 19990101)"The editors continue the Greenhaven Press tradition if carefully selecting
and presenting material that will help students understand the essentials on any given topic - here
Turning Points in World History. These books will be especially helpful where library collections
don’t cover these events thoroughly, because each presents a wealth of information, presented by a

wide variety of notable historians and/or reporters. Each book is an invaluable introduction to the



complexities of each of the subjects discussed." -- Kliatt (January 1999) (KLIATT
19990101)"Sophisticated reading, the book will nicely support a modern history curriculum.
Bibliography; chronology; glossary; discussion questions; primary source documents." -- Booklist

(November 1998) (Booklist 19981115)

Once again, historian Don Nardo has turned out a well-organized, well-written, highly useful volume
for younger readers about ancient Rome. Like his previously published book titled "The Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire" (borrowed from English historian Edward Gibbon’s famous
masterpiece)this book deals with the the long decline of the Roman realm over several centuries,
only in this one Nardo mostly edits essays written by other scholars, all of them well-known and
resepcted. Students and anyone of any age interested in ancient Rome will find this book an

excellent source of information and, for that matter, just a plain good read.
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